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John 5:2-14 ESV

In Christ, we ARE forgiven and saved by grace, not by our works.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 
it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 
(Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV)

We are saved FOR “good works” to become like Christ. Therefore, 
it does matter how we live. 
“For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and 
virtue with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and godliness with brotherly 
affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are 
increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he 
is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10Therefore, 
brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you 
practice these qualities you will never fall. 11For in this way there will be richly 
provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.” (2 Peter 1:5-11 ESV)

Sin hinders our most important relationship, which is our 
relationship with God. Persistent sin is effectively a rejection of 
God’s love and relationship.
“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while 
we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we 
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.” (1 John 1:5-10 ESV)
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