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God allows situations to REVEAL what is in our heart.
“When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they 
gathered around Aaron and said, ‘Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for 
this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened 
to him.’” (Exodus 32:1 NIV)

God uses trials to expose our IDOLS and strengthen our faith.
“So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many 
trials for a little while. These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested 
as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. 
So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise 
and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.” 
(1 Peter 1:6-7 NLT)

• POWER: a longing for influence or status.

• CONTROL: a longing to have everything go according to my plan.

• COMFORT: a longing for pleasure.

• APPROVAL: a longing to be accepted or desired.

Choose to trust God even when we can’t FEEL HIM.
“He (Jesus) told them, ‘My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here 
and keep watch with me.’ He went on a little farther and bowed His face to the ground, 
praying, ‘My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. 
Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.’” (Matthew 26:38-39 NLT)

“Even when walking through the dark valley of death I will not be afraid, for you are 
close beside me, guarding, guiding all the way.” (Psalm 23:4 TLB)
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