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“So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town
of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. °*He went there to register with
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. *While they were there,
the time came for the baby to be born, “and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. °An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. "°But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. "Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you, he
is the Messiah, the Lord. 2This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and
lying in a manger.’ BSuddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying, “‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests.”” (Luke 2:4-14 NIV)

God sent Jesus to be near us.
“No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made him known.” (John 1:18 NIV)

Jesus comes near to help us.

“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. ®For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as
we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God'’s throne of grace with confidence, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” (Hebrews 4:14-16 NIV)

Jesus became one of us to save us.

“For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true
things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 2>Nor was it
to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not
his own, %°for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world.

But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice
of himself. ’And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 26so
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal
with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.” (Hebrews 9:24-28 ESV)

Ready to take your next step? Want to get to know us?
Visit pearlside.org, download our Pearlside App, and follow us on
Instagram, Youtube and Facebook @pearlsidechurch.



