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Even when God is for you, others may be against you.
“Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased 
all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well. 6When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the 
women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with 
timbrels and lyres. 7As they danced, they sang: ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.’ 8Saul 
was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. ‘They have credited David with tens of thousands,’ he thought, ‘but 
me with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?’ 9And from that time on Saul kept a close eye on 
David.” (1 Samuel 18:5-9 NIV)

“Saul replied, ‘Say to David, “The king wants no other price for the bride than a hundred Philistine foreskins, to take 
revenge on his enemies.”’ Saul’s plan was to have David fall by the hands of the Philistines. 26When the attendants told 
David these things, he was pleased to become the king’s son-in-law. So before the allotted time elapsed, 27David took 
his men with him and went out and killed two hundred Philistines and brought back their foreskins. They counted out 
the full number to the king so that David might become the king’s son-in-law…” (1 Samuel 18:25-27 NIV)

How to dodge spears when aimed at our heart:
“But an evil spirit from the Lord came on Saul as he was sitting in his house with his spear in his hand. While David was 
playing the lyre, Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his spear, but David eluded him as Saul drove the spear into the 
wall. That night David made good his escape.” (1 Samuel 19:9-10 NIV)

1. Honor God more than fearing man.
“So Saul took three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out to look for David and his men near the 
Crags of the Wild Goats. 3He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve 
himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 4The men said, ‘This is the day the Lord spoke of when he said 
to you, “I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.”’ Then David crept up unnoticed and 
cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6He 
said to his men, ‘The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on 
him; for he is the anointed of the Lord.’ 7With these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to 
attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way.” (1 Samuel 24:2-7 NIV)

2. Make a decision to forgive.
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity.” (Colossians 3:12-14 NIV)

3. Trust God for justice.
“Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’” (Romans 12:17-19 ESV)
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