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Honoring God will lead to PERSECUTION.

“As they were coming home, when David returned from striking down the Philistine, the women came out of all

the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of joy, and with musical
instruments. ’And the women sang to one another as they celebrated, ‘Saul has struck down his thousands, and David
his ten thousands.’ 8And Saul was very angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, ‘They have ascribed to David
ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed thousands, and what more can he have but the kingdom?’ °And Saul
eyed David from that day on. °The next day a harmful spirit from God rushed upon Saul, and he raved within his house
while David was playing the lyre, as he did day by day. Saul had his spear in his hand. "And Saul hurled the spear,

for he thought, ‘I will pin David to the wall.” But David evaded him twice. “Saul was afraid of David because the Lord
was with him but had departed from Saul. So Saul removed him from his presence and made him a commander of

a thousand. And he went out and came in before the people. "And David had success in all his undertakings, for the
Lord was with him. *And when Saul saw that he had great success, he stood in fearful awe of him. ®But all Israel and
Judah loved David, for he went out and came in before them.” (1 Samuel 18:6-16 ESV)

God uses persecution to strengthen our FAITH and form our CHARACTER.

“When Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was told, ‘Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi.’ 2Then
Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel and went to seek David and his men in front of the Wildgoats'
Rocks. 3And he came to the sheepfolds by the way, where there was a cave, and Saul went in to relieve himself. Now
David and his men were sitting in the innermost parts of the cave. “And the men of David said to him, ‘Here is the day
of which the Lord said to you, “Behold, | will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it shall seem
good to you.” Then David arose and stealthily cut off a corner of Saul's robe. °And afterward David's heart struck him,
because he had cut off a corner of Saul's robe. ®He said to his men, ‘The Lord forbid that | should do this thing to my
lord, the Lord's anointed, to put out my hand against him, seeing he is the Lord's anointed.’ ’So David persuaded his
men with these words and did not permit them to attack Saul. And Saul rose up and left the cave and went on his way.”
(1 Samuel 24:1-7 ESV)

Our RESPONSE to persecution should be WORSHIP to God.

“Afterward David also arose and went out of the cave, and called after Saul, ‘My lord the king!” And when Saul looked
behind him, David bowed with his face to the earth and paid homage. °’And David said to Saul, ‘Why do you listen to
the words of men who say, “Behold, David seeks your harm”? "°Behold, this day your eyes have seen how the Lord
gave you today into my hand in the cave. And some told me to kill you, but | spared you. I said, “I will not put out my
hand against my lord, for he is the Lord's anointed.” "See, my father, see the corner of your robe in my hand. For by the
fact that | cut off the corner of your robe and did not kill you, you may know and see that there is no wrong or treason
in my hands. | have not sinned against you, though you hunt my life to take it. “May the Lord judge between me and
you, may the Lord avenge me against you, but my hand shall not be against you. BAs the proverb of the ancients says,
“Out of the wicked comes wickedness.” But my hand shall not be against you. “After whom has the king of Israel come
out? After whom do you pursue? After a dead dog! After a flea! *May the Lord therefore be judge and give sentence
between me and you, and see to it and plead my cause and deliver me from your hand.”” (1 Samuel 24:8-15 ESV)

“Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience, Bbearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. "And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony.” (Colossians 3:12-14 ESV)
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