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Crisis and persecution will come to every believer.

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. "°If you belonged to the world, it would
love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but | have chosen you out of the
world. That is why the world hates you. 2°Remember what | told you: ‘A servant is not greater than
his master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they
will obey yours also. ?2"They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the
one who sent me.” (John 15:18-21 NIV)

“Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as
though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”

(1 Peter 4:12—13 NIV)

Perseverance through crisis comes as we keep an eternal perspective.

“Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your
grief will turn to joy. 2’A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but
when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the
world. 22So with you: Now is your time of grief, but | will see you again and you will rejoice, and no
one will take away your joy. 2%In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly | tell you,
my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 2*Until now you have not asked for anything
in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” (John 16:20-24 NIV)

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.” (John 16:33 NIV)

Eternal rewards promised for those who persevere.

“Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And | heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. “He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” *’And he who was seated on the throne
said, ‘Behold, | am making all things new.” Also he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” °’And he said to me, ‘It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty | will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. “The one
who conquers will have this heritage, and | will be his God and he will be my son.””

(Revelation 21:1-7 ESV)
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