
“The God of Hope”
For the week of December 24 - 30, 2017 

Warm Up:
What was the best unexpected gift that you received?

Open in Prayer

Main Thought:
Jesus was born and placed in the most unlikely of places, a manger, 
because there was no room for Him anywhere else. A manger is an 
animal food trough traditionally found in stables. The point is that hope 
is often found in unexpected places. It is usually in the mess of our lives 
where hope is needed most. Jesus desires to bring hope to those whose 
hearts are open, not ordered. As we make room in our hearts and invite 
Him in, He brings hope to the mess in our lives.

Main Passages:
“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth 
to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no guest room available for them. 8And there were shepherds 
living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’” (Luke 2:6-12)

“Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will 
grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.” (Ephesians 3:17 NLT)

(Turn over for continuation…)



Scripture Exploration:
•	 What stands out to you from these passages of scripture? What  
 encourages you about Jesus’ birth?

Personal Reflection:
•	 Where in your life have you experienced hope from  
 an unexpected place?

•	 Are there messy areas in your life that you need to invite Christ in?

•	 What are some things in your life you need to say "no" to, so you can  
 make room for Jesus?

Active Application:
•	 It’s one thing to invite Jesus in, another is to have Him be in the center  
 of your heart. What steps will you take to focus more on Christ?

•	 Who do you know that is currently in need of hope? Set a time to  
 personally connect and encourage them.

Close in Prayer:
•	 Pray for areas in our lives where hope is needed.

•	 Pray for one person by name that needs to experience Godly hope.

Communications:
On Sunday, December 31st, there will be NO service at  
Main Campus - 7:45pm and Kapolei - 6:00pm. The rest of the weekend 
services remain the same, so let's end the year honoring God.


