
“Always in Reach”
For the week of August 13 - 19, 2017

Warm Up:
What is one thing that you’ve always wanted to do, but have never  
gotten around to doing?

Open in Prayer

Main Thought:
Faith is a verb. It’s active and not passive. More than lip service, faith is  
a lifestyle that compels us into action. Knowing who God is and what  
He can do motivates us to trust Him in every area of our lives. Often 
times, we have to overcome obstacles (personal mindsets or other  
people) that prevent us from pursuing God. As we choose faith over 
feelings, we position ourselves for God to show up in our lives. Faith 
makes us believe that God can and will, but also helps us continue to 
trust Him even if it doesn’t happen. 

Main Passages:
“So you see, it isn’t enough just to have faith. You must also do good to prove  
that you have it. Faith that doesn’t show itself by good works is no faith at all— 
it is dead and useless.” (James 2:17 TLB)

“A woman in the crowd had suffered for twelve years with constant bleeding. 26She 
had suffered a great deal from many doctors, and over the years she had spent 
everything she had to pay them, but she had gotten no better. In fact, she had 
gotten worse. 27She had heard about Jesus, so she came up behind him through 
the crowd and touched his robe. 28For she thought to herself, ‘If I can just touch 
his robe, I will be healed.’ 29Immediately the bleeding stopped, and she could feel 
in her body that she had been healed of her terrible condition. 30Jesus realized at 
once that healing power had gone out from him, so he turned around in the crowd 
and asked, ‘Who touched my robe?’ 31His disciples said to him, ‘Look at this crowd 
pressing around you. How can you ask, “Who touched me?”’ 32But he kept on 
looking around to see who had done it. 33Then the frightened woman, trembling 
at the realization of what had happened to her, came and fell to her knees in front 
of him and told him what she had done. 34And he said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith 
has made you well. Go in peace. Your suffering is over.’” (Mark 5:25-34 NLT)

Scripture Explanation:
•	 Read James 2:17. How does faith and action work together? 

•	 Read Mark 5:24-34. What inspires you about the woman’s faith  
 and determination?

Personal Reflection:
•	 What area of your life is stagnant because you haven’t put faith into  
 action? What is preventing you from doing something?  

•	 What are you believing God for that you haven’t seen a breakthrough  
 yet? Have you done all that you can possibly do in that situation? 

Active Application:
•	 In light of today’s discussion, what practical step will you take to  
 activate your faith this week?

Close in Prayer:
•	 Pray for each other to activate faith through obedience. 

•	 Pray for one person far from God that you are believing to reach.
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