
“Our True Identity” 
For the week of May 6 - 12, 2018

Main Passages and Lessons:
“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are!… 2Dear friends, now we are 
children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we 
know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is. 3All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.”  
(1 John 3:1-3)

• In Christ, we are children of God by faith. We grow into fully living  
 out our identities as we walk in relationship with God.

• The “prodigal son” was separated from his father and was not  
 living out his true identity. He lived in poverty, having squandered  
 all of his wealth in wild living.

“He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, 
but no one gave him anything. 17When he came to his senses, he said, 
‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I 
am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and say to 
him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20So 
he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, 
threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21The son said to him, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the 
best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24For 
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So 
they began to celebrate.” (Luke 15:16-24)

(Turn over for continuation…)
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• God often uses crisis to cause us to return “home” to Him to  
 receive grace and mercy.

• Our identities are not earned or deserved, but received as a gift of  
 God’s love and grace.

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20-21)

• One of the ways we live out our identities is by helping others who  
 are separated from God to be reconciled to Him as well. 

Reflection:
• What stands out to you from the main passages and main thoughts  
 above specifically as it pertains to our identities as children of God?

• Do you find it difficult to believe that our identity in Christ is not  
 something that we need to earn or deserve? Why do you think that  
 may be so?

Application:
• How do you think you can remind yourself daily that you are a child  
 of God no matter your performance?

• What is one practical thing you can do to live out your identity as a  
 child of God this week?

Prayer:
• Pray for one another to believe that we are God’s children and to  
 live it out in our lives.

• Pray for one unreached friend who you can help be reconciled to  
 God as well.

Loving God, Loving People

To take your next step, text “NEXT” to (808) 427-0034 
For more information, visit pearlside.org


