
“When Hope Appears” 
For the week of December 24 - 30, 2017 

Main Thought:
There is a specific time for hope to be revealed and a specific way in 
which it manifests. God’s ways are vastly different from ours, so we must 
be open to the unexpected. Our Father God ordained His son Jesus to 
be born in a stable and laid in an animal trough. His virgin birth would 
appear to most, to be the outcome of an immoral relationship. He would 
become a lowly carpenter and eventually triumph over sin on our behalf 
through death on a cross, rather than a compelling coronation. This is 
not quite the path to hope we would have ordained if we were God. 

Main Passages:
“And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8And in the same region 
there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger…’ 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.’” (Luke 2:6-12,15 ESV) 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  
a time to be born, and a time to die…” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 ESV)

(Turn over for continuation…)
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“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  (Isaiah 55:8-9 ESV)

•	 Quite often, we can miss God’s breakthrough, blessing, and provision  
 if we expect Him to move according to our desire and in alignment  
 with our timetable. Be careful not to put a period where He has only  
 put a comma in what is only a sentence on one page in the much  
 larger story of our lives. Stay open, prepare room for hope, and a place  
 for HIM. In the meantime, draw close.

Reflection:
•	 What especially stands out to you in the scriptures and thoughts  
 expressed above?

Application:
•	 When have you seen God override your own sense of timing, desire,  
 and expectation only to surprise you by coming through afterward?  
 What main lesson about yourself and/or God’s ways did you learn?

•	 What are you holding out hope for right now? As a group, take time to  
 pray for that hope to be realized.

For Prayer:
•	 Pray for God to bring forth a deep trusting peace where out-of-control  
 situations are challenging and troubling the soul.

•	 Pray for someone by name that God can use you to be a light to.  
 Connect with them personally and invite them to group.

•	 Pray for those who responded during our Christmas services to return,  
 stick, and grow as devoted disciples.

Communications:
On Sunday, December 31st, there will be NO service at  
Main Campus - 7:45pm and Kapolei - 6:00pm. The rest of the weekend 
services remain the same, so let's end the year honoring God.


