
“Welcome Home” 
For the week of May 6 - 12, 2018

Main Passages and Lessons:
“And he said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming 
to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, 
the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, 
and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14And when he had 
spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to 
be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he was longing to 
be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 17But 
when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants 
have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise 
and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat 
me as one of your hired servants.’” (Luke 15:11-19 ESV)

• We often come to our senses during difficult awakenings.
• In life’s failings, resolve not to run away from God, but run to God. 

“And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, 
his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and 
kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’” 
(Luke 15:20-21 ESV)

• Come humbly before Him and confess honestly to Him.

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it 
on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the 
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was 
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’” (Luke 15:22-24 ESV)
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• Know that God receives, forgives, and restores.
• The prodigal son was forgiven, granted undeserved blessing, and spared  
 the Father’s wrath.

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law 
of sin and death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 
could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for 
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement 
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit.” (Romans 8:1-4 ESV)

• It’s because of Jesus, God grants mercy and does not give us the wrath  
 we deserve.
• It’s because of Jesus, God bestows grace and grants favor we do  
 not deserve.

“…But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14 ESV)

• Allow God to work continually in us so we can move beyond our past and  
 into His plan.
• Allow God to work through us so others can see him and experience  
 the same.
• Make it a point to extend the gospel of grace and welcome others home.

Reflection:
• Share an experience when you allowed the allure of sin, the cares of life,  
 or other distractions to pull you away from following God.
• What did you sense from God when you made the pivot to turn to back to  
 Him? What was the lesson learned?

Application:
• Share how you were able to overcome your painful past and how you are  
 helping others overcome their painful past. 

Prayer:
• Pray for group members who may be struggling to overcome their past  
 and for the grace and mercy of God to draw them back into His purpose. 
• Pray that group members will continue to personally connect with unsaved  
 family and friends with the love of God and gospel of Jesus Christ.
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To take your next step, text “NEXT” to (808) 427-0034 
For more information, visit pearlside.org


