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Main Thought and Passages:
While God could have chosen a number of different ways to relate to humanity, it is significant 
that He simply chose “father.” We all may not have had an ideal family situation growing up, but 
inside we know what a good father should be: loving, kind, quick to forgive, protector, provider, 
etc. Anyway, our earthly father may have fallen short, but God our heavenly father, meets all of 
our needs and more. This is displayed through His mercy and grace. Mercy means not giving us 
the consequences we deserve; grace means giving us the favor we do not deserve. Through the 
finished work on the cross, God extends His forgiveness to us so that we may be reconciled with 
Him. God promises no one will be without a perfect father if we receive Him with humility.

“…There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the younger son 
gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living... 
17But when he came to himself, he said, 18‘...I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 
20And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, 
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let 
us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to 
celebrate.” (Luke 15:11-13, 17-24 ESV)

“...‘What must I do to be saved?’ 31And they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.’ 32And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33And he took them the 
same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family.” 
(Acts 16:30-33 ESV)

Our Heavenly Father desires for an ultimate family reunion in heaven to occur with our loved ones.  
We need to ultimately believe Him and share about God’s love to others.

Reflection
• From the main thought and passages, what caught your attention?

• How has your childhood experience with your father (or mother/caretaker) positively and  
 negatively shaped the way you see God?

Application
• Discuss how you can better receive God’s fatherly love more in your personal life.

• Since our relationships doesn’t just end here on Earth, what part will you do to ensure for an  
 eternal family reunion?

Prayer
• Pray for any specific area of healing that distorts our view of God’s perfect fatherly love.

• Pray for each other to be active in connecting our loved ones to God’s larger spiritual family.
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