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Main Passage and Main Thought:
“After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared 
to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he was eating 
with them, he gave them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which 
you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit… 8you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very 
eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.” (Acts 1:3-5, 8-9 NIV)

After Jesus’ crucifixion, the disciples all hid in the fear that they too would suffer the same fate. 
Yet, soon after, they were found boldly preaching in Jerusalem that Jesus was the risen Savior. 
What transformed them from cowards into bold preachers? 

• They encountered the risen Christ giving them confidence and purpose to live for God.
• They were empowered by the Holy Spirit to live transformed lives. 

On one occasion, the disciples Peter and John were arrested by the Jewish authorities and 
threatened not to preach about Jesus anymore. Their reply was, “we cannot help speaking 
about what we have seen and heard.” They were not afraid to risk their lives because they 
were convinced that Jesus was alive and that through Him, they had the promise of 
eternal life. Like them, when we trust in Jesus, He gives us the power to live a transformed life 
in order to make an eternal difference in the lives of others.

Reflection:
• Reflect on the main passage and thought above. What particularly stands out to you and why? 
 (Pause and discuss for 5-10 minutes)

Lee Strobel was an atheist and investigative journalist who sought to disprove the resurrection 
of Christ after his wife became a Christian. After examining the evidence, he instead became 
a Christian. He became a minister and dedicated his life to convince others of the truth of 
Christianity. He authored numerous books and speaks around the world convincing others of 
the truth of the resurrection.  

• How has the resurrection of Christ affected your life? What did God do to get your attention and  
 to draw you to Himself? (Pause and discuss for 10-15 minutes)

Application:
• How is God challenging you to live confidently for Him? What challenges do you face in doing  
 so?(Pause and discuss for 15-25 minutes)

Prayer:
• Pray for one another in the area of our lives where we are struggling to live confidently for God. 
 (Pray in pairs or as a group 5-10 minutes)

Grace Group Discussion Guide
For the week of April 28 - May 4, 2019


