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Main Thought and Passages:
“When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?’ He 
said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ He said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 16He said to him a second time, ‘Simon, 
son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ He said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ 17He 
said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’ Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, 
‘Do you love me?’ and he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my 
sheep. 18Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but 
when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.’ 
19(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 
20Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back against him 
during the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?’ 21When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, 
what about this man?’ 22Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!’” 
(John 21:15-22)

After Peter’s failure, he could have easily gotten “stuck” in guilt and shame hindering his relationship with God and the 
fulfillment of his purpose. However, Jesus came to him and extended grace and truth in order to restore the relationship 
as well as to restore Peter to his role as leader of the church. From this example, we learn several things that we can apply 
to our relationships as well:

1)  Jesus located the position of Peter’s heart by asking him three times, “do you love me?” Peter’s clear repentance  
  enabled reconciliation to happen.

2) Jesus didn’t let Peter dwell on his failure or keep reminding him of his past, but instead affirmed his future. “He said to  
  him, ‘feed my lambs.’”

3) Jesus gave Peter BOTH grace and truth. Grace is unearned, undeserved acceptance, and favor. Truth is an  
  uncompromising boundary based on the Word of God. 
  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,  
  who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14 NIV)

4) Like Jesus, we must offer grace to others as well as truth that establishes boundaries as to not enable destructive  
  patterns of behavior to continue. “You must follow me.”
  “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the  
  head, that is, Christ.” (Ephesians 4:15 NIV) 

5) Our goal should always be reconciliation. However, sometimes there must be  
  necessary “endings” in relationships where disagreements cannot yet be resolved, to  
  allow time for growth and maturity to happen first. 

Reflection:
• What stands out to you from the main thought and passages above and why?

• Share an example of when you experienced more grace or truth in a relational conflict. What happened and what  
 did you learn?

• Do you tend to lean more on giving grace or truth? Why do you think that is so? How can you adjust in order to find  
 a healthy balance?

Application:
• What practical step can you take to be more transparent with others?

Prayer:
• Pray for one another’s prayer requests.

• Pray for unreached people.
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