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Main Thoughts and Passages:
“And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, 
about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 
justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched the fury of the 
flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who 
became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35Women received back their dead, raised to life 
again…” (Hebrews 11:32-35 NIV)

• Hebrews lists those of great faith who experienced great victories in their lives. Like them, as we  
 trust God enough to do what He says, He leads us to great victories in our lives.

“…There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even 
better resurrection. 36Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37They 
were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about 
in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated—38the world was not worthy of 
them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. 39These 
were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 40since God 
had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.” 
(Hebrews 11:35-40 NIV)

• Hebrews then lists those who, through faith, were empowered to endure through great trials and  
 ultimately received their reward in Heaven.

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked 
out for us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider 
him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”  
(Hebrews 12:1-3 NIV)

• Faith to endure comes as we look back by remembering what God has done for us and others in the  
 past, look ahead and obediently pursue holiness and God’s promises and, look up towards Jesus   
 and His promise to reward those who diligently seek Him.

Reflection:
• What stands out to you from the main thoughts and passages above and why?

• Share a time when God empowered you to endure through a trial. What happened? What did  
 you learn?

Application:
• What trial are you facing now that you need great faith to endure? How can you apply today’s  
 discussion to empower you to persevere in faith?

Prayer:
• Pray for one another that we would have faith to endure the trials that we are facing.

• Pray for a friend or family member who is facing a trial that God would work in their lives.
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