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“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while 
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.” (Luke 2:1-7 ESV)
 

Broken expectations make room for DIVINE interventions.
“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit.” (Matthew 1:18 NIV)

LISTEN for God’s leading.
“Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20But after he had considered this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’ 
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23‘The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’).”
(Matthew 1:19-23 NIV)
 
“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. The righteous 
person may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all…” (Psalm 34:18-19 NIV)

Respond with FAITH and obedience.
“When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 
home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus.” (Matthew 1:24-25 NIV)

“The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.” (Psalm 145:18 NIV)
  
“Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, 
but born of God.” (John 1:12-13 NIV)

“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” (Revelation 3:20 NIV)
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