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God gives us the power to love and forgive.

“They said to one another, ‘Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how
distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this
distress has come on us.’ 22Reuben replied, ‘Didn’t | tell you not to sin against the boy? But you
wouldn’t listen! Now we must give an accounting for his blood.” ?*They did not realize that Joseph
could understand them, since he was using an interpreter. 2*He turned away from them and began
to weep, but then came back and spoke to them again. He had Simeon taken from them and bound
before their eyes.” (Genesis 42:21-24 NIV)

“When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, ‘Take these men to my
house, slaughter an animal and prepare a meal; they are to eat with me at noon.’... *°Deeply moved
at the sight of his brother, Joseph hurried out and looked for a place to weep. He went into his
private room and wept there. 3'After he had washed his face, he came out and, controlling himself,
said, ‘Serve the food.”” (Genesis 43:16, 30-31 NIV)

Forgiveness opens the door to reconciliation.

“Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have
everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known

to his brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household
heard about it. *Joseph said to his brothers, ‘| am Joseph! Is my father still living?’ But his brothers
were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. *Then Joseph said to his
brothers, ‘Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, ‘| am your brother Joseph, the one
you sold into Egypt! °And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling
me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. ¢For two years now there
has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. ’But
God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great
deliverance.”” (Genesis 45:1-7 NIV)

“Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him,
weeping. And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him.”
(Genesis 45:14-15 NIV)
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Faithfulness leads to the fulfillment of God’s plan of true influence.

“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, Lord of his
entire household and ruler of all Egypt. °Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what
your son Joseph says: God has made me Lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. °You
shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your
flocks and herds, and all you have. "l will provide for you there, because five years of famine are
still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.
(Genesis 45:8-11 NIV)
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