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God calls us to be peacemakers.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9 NIV)

How to be a peacemaker:

1. Start with me.
“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in 
your own eye? 4How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the 
time there is a plank in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” (Matthew 7:3-5 NIV)

 • What’s my PART in this?

2. Stop to listen carefully.
“...Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human anger 
does not produce the righteousness that God desires.” (James 1:19-20 NIV)

 • Gain UNDERSTANGING, not AMMUNITION.

3. Speak to heal, not to harm.
“...speaking the truth in love...” (Ephesians 4:15 NIV)

“A gentle response defuses anger, but a sharp tongue kindles a temper-fire.” (Proverbs 15:1 MSG)

 • Focus on the ISSUE, not the PERSON.

4. Seek reconciliation over resolution.
“So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ 
merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him now! 17This means that anyone who 
belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 18And all of this 
is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of 
reconciling people to him. 19For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting 
people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 20So we are 
Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, 
‘Come back to God!’” (2 Corinthians 5:16-20 NLT)

“Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. 
18Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. 19Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to 
the righteous anger of God… 21Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.” 
(Romans 12:17-19, 21 NLT)

 • DOING right is better than BEING right.

Make Peace, Not War
Part two of the series, “The Family Journey”

To take your next step, text “NEXT” to (808) 427-0034 
For more information, visit pearlside.org or download our Pearlside App


