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Main Thought and Passages:
There is a common misbelief people have when it comes to Christians 
and suffering. Many people seem to believe that giving our lives to Christ 
and following Him means that our lives will somehow be free of any trials. 
Christ followers should not expect the absence of trials. In fact, the Bible 
is full of Christians who have suffered and endured different trials. Each 
one grew in faith and character as a result.

“Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from all sides. 
You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true 
colors. So don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so you become 
mature and well-developed, not deficient in any way.” (James 1:2-4 MSG)

“…We also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not put 
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit, who has been given to us.” (Romans 5:3-5 NIV)

Discussion Questions:
• Pick one scripture above that stands out to you. Underline one part  
 of the scripture that can be applied to your life. What did you underline  
 and why?

• Tests and challenges are to be viewed as gifts because of what it  
 produces: perseverance, character, and hope. Think about a trial you  
 are going through right now. What do you think God is trying to  
 produce in you through it?

Prayer:
• Pair up and share a trial you are going through, then pray for  
 one another.

• Pray that God would ready our hearts as we prepare for Youth Camp.
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