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Main Passage and Thought:
“After a few days of this, Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let’s go back and visit all our friends in each of the 
towns where we preached the Word of God. Let’s see how they’re doing.’ Barnabas wanted to take 
John along, the John nicknamed Mark. But Paul wouldn’t have him; he wasn’t about to take along 
a quitter who, as soon as the going got tough, had jumped ship on them in Pamphylia. Tempers 
flared, and they ended up going their separate ways: Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus; 
Paul chose Silas and, offered up by their friends to the grace of the Master, went to Syria and 
Cilicia to build up muscle and sinew in those congregations.” (Acts 15:36-41 MSG)

Above we read about an argument that happens between good friends over a 
person named Mark. Opinions over Mark differ to a point where the two friends 
have to split! Paul decided to build boundaries from Mark while Barnabas 
built a relational bridge to help Mark. Both decisions are correct, necessary, 
and beneficial for Mark. In our relationships, we need to know when to make 
boundaries and when to build bridges. (Please refer to the message guide to learn 
more about boundaries and bridges.)

Discussion Questions:
• What stood out to you from the main passage above and why?

• When do you think it’s necessary to set boundaries or when to build  
 relational bridges? Why is this important?

Life Application:
• Share a time when you failed to set a boundary with someone. What did  
 you learn from it? What do you think would have happened if you did?

• Share a time when you built a relational bridge with someone who  
 benefited from it. Who is someone that you can build a bridge with during   
 this 4th quarter and help them start a relationship with Jesus?

Prayer:
• Pray for healing from hurt caused by broken boundaries.

• Pray for new relational bridges to new people to include them into our  
 community.

Announcements:
• If you missed the message from this past Friday on this topic, please visit  
 Pearlside.org, click sermons, and search for Pastor Chad Udani.
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