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“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 
him.’ 3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 
4When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, 
he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they 
replied, ‘for this is what the prophet has written’…7Then Herod called the Magi 
secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent 
them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you 
find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.’” (Matthew 2:1-5, 7-8)

“When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. ‘Get 
up,’ he said, ‘take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I 
tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.’…When Herod realized 
that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to 
kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in 
accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.” (Matthew 2:13, 16)
 
The enemy will try to kill our hope.
“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith…” 
(1 Peter 5:8-9)
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Avoid being the enemy of our own hope.
“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever 
sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to 
please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.” (Galatians 6:7-8)

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did 
not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” (Hebrews 4:15-16)

Hope gives us the patience and endurance to see God’s goodness 
fulfilled in our lives.  
“After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.’” (Matthew 2:19-20)

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” (Galatians 6:9-10)


