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1 John 3:1-10 ESV

Child of God is who we ARE when we respond to the gospel by faith.
“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children 
of God; and so we are…” (1 John 3:1 ESV) 

Child of God is who we are NOT fully yet.
“Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; 
but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him 
as he is.” (1 John 3:2 ESV) 

Child of God is what we fully become as we walk by faith. 
“And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 4Everyone  
who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.  
5You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no 
sin. 6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning 
has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8Whoever 
makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the 
devil. 9No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in 
him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10By this 
it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 
whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does 
not love his brother.” (1 John 3:3-10 ESV) 

Message Notes

(Turn over for continuation…)



•	 It is a practice. We become what we practice. (1 John 3:3-10)  
 “In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8But now you  
 must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from  
 your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old  
 self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in  
 knowledge after the image of its creator…12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones,  
 holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and  
 patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against  
 another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must  
 forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in  
 perfect harmony.” (Colossians 3:7-10, 12-14 ESV) 

•	 It requires constant relationship. (1 John 3:4-10) 
 “No one who abides in him keeps on sinning…No one born of God makes a  
 practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on 
 sinning, because he has been born of God.” (1 John 3:6, 9 ESV) 
 
 “‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven,  
 but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22On that day  
 many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast  
 out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?” 23And  
 then will I declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of  
 lawlessness.”’”(Matthew 7:21-23 ESV) 

•	 It is completed by God. (1 John 3:2) 
 “…being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on  
 to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6)


