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“…I ask—ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God of glory—to make you intelligent and discerning 
in knowing him personally, your eyes focused and clear, so that you can see exactly what it is he is calling 
you to do, grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life he has for his followers...” 
(Ephesians 1:17-18 MSG)

Knowing God begins by turning from sin and believing the gospel (good news) of 
Jesus Christ.

Our default condition:
“…but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his 
face from you so that he does not hear.” (Isaiah 59:2 ESV)

Our divine provision:
“…Jesus came…proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’” (Mark 1:14-15 ESV)

The gospel definition:
“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you 
stand, 2and by which you are being saved…3that Christ died for our sins…4that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures…” (1 Corinthians 15:1-4 ESV)

The gospel solution:
“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law…22the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus…25to be received by faith.” (Romans 3:21-25 ESV)

Knowing God is activated by believing in Jesus and receiving Him into our hearts.
“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” 
(John 1:12-13 ESV)

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.” (John 3:16 ESV)

Knowing God continues by yielding to Him and following Him.
“Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he (Jesus) saw Simon and Andrew…casting a net into the sea, for 
they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.’ 
18And immediately they left their nets and followed him.” (Mark 1:16-18 ESV)

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven. 22On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23And then will I 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” (Matthew 7:21-23 ESV)
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