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“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has 
no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15Suppose a brother or a sister is without 
clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and 
well fed,’ but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17In the 
same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18But someone 
will say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds.’ Show me your faith without deeds, and I will 
show you my faith by my deeds. 19You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the 
demons believe that—and shudder. 20You foolish person, do you want evidence 
that faith without deeds is useless? 21Was not our father Abraham considered 
righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that 
his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete 
by what he did. 23And the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, 
and it was credited to him as righteousness,’ and he was called God’s friend. 24You 
see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone…
26As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.”  
(James 2:14-24, 26)

Obedience is the companion to faith. 
“You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was 
made complete by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham 
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,’ and he was called God’s 
friend.” (James 2:22-23)

Faith and obedience is forged when tested. 
“Some time later God tested Abraham…2God said, ‘Take your son, your only son, 
whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a 
burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.’ 3Early the next morning Abraham 
got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son 
Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place 
God had told him about. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place 
in the distance. 5He said to his servants, ‘Stay here with the donkey while I and the 
boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.’ 6Abraham 
took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself 
carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7Isaac spoke 
up and said to his father Abraham, ‘Father?’ ‘Yes, my son?’ Abraham replied. ‘The 
fire and wood are here,’ Isaac said, ‘but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?’  
8Abraham answered, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my 
son.’ And the two of them went on together. 9When they reached the place God 
had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. 
He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then he 
reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.” (Genesis 22:1-10)

When we believe in faith and walk in obedience, God provides.
“Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He 
went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 
So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, ‘On 
the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.’” (Genesis 22:13-14)

“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:31-33)

Remember the gospel empowers us to obey. 
“He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not 
also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8:32)

“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
is now at work in the sons of disobedience…” (Ephesians 2:1-2 ESV)

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10 ESV)
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