“A Love That Stands”

Part three of the series: “Shine: Being a Light Right Where You Are”

Sunday, August 19, 2018 ¢ Pastor Tim Ma

Our faith must stand in the midst of a fallen world.

“Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought
before the king, “and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, ‘Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do
not serve my gods or worship the image of gold | have set up? ®Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image | made, very
good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be
able to rescue you from my hand?’” (Daniel 3:13-15 NIV)

“You shall have no other gods before me.” (Exodus 20:3 ESV)

“.."You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the
great and first commandment.”” (Matthew 22:37-38 ESV)

Trust in His power and love.

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, ‘King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves
before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it,
and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.”” (Daniel 3:16-17 NIV)

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to
his purpose.” (Romans 8:28 ESV)

Resolve to have “even if"” faith.
“But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up.” (Daniel 3:18 NIV)

“But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is
preached. And because of this | rejoice. Yes, and | will continue to rejoice, "*for | know that through your prayers
and God'’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.

20| eagerly expect and hope that | will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as
always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.” (Philippians 1:18-20 NIV)

Jesus will walk with us through life's fires making us a light to others.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them
changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual ?°and commanded some of the strongest
soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 2'So
these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing
furnace. ?2The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers
who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, #and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.”
(Daniel 3:19-23 NIV)

“When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when
you walk through the fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.” (Isaiah 43:2 ESV)

“Now | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the
gospel. ®As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that | am in
chains for Christ. *And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the
Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.” (Philippians 1:12-14 NIV)
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