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Offenses will happen because all are sinners.
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…” (Romans 3:23 ESV)

Forgiveness is immediate, unconditional, and based on God.
“Then Peter came up and said to him, ‘Lord, how often will my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to 
you seven times, but seventy-seven times.’” (Matthew 18:21-22 ESV)

“Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from 
you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:31-32 ESV)

“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:14-15 ESV)

Trust and reconciliation is gradual, conditional, and based on the 
other person’s repentance.

•  Give time to heal gradually and completely.
    “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green
    pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 3He restores my soul.”
    (Psalm 23:1-3 ESV)

•  Trust and reconcile carefully.
    “You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes,
    or figs from thistles?” (Matthew 7:16 ESV)

God forgives us unconditionally through Jesus, and trusts us
proportionately as we are obedient and faithful.
“…God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, 
shall we be saved by his life.” (Romans 5:8-10 ESV)
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“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then you have not been 
faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if 
you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which 
is your own?” (Luke 16:10-12 ESV)


