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We were made to rule and thrive in life.
“So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them and said to 
them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.’ 29Then God said, ‘I give you every 
seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has 
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30And to all the beasts of 
the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along 
the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green 
plant for food.’ 31And it was so. God saw all that he had made, and it was 
very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.” 
(Genesis 1:27-31)

We were made by God to thrive in life.
“God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue it.’” (Genesis 1:28)

Sin separates us from God and our ability to thrive.
“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord 
God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, “You must not 
eat from any tree in the garden”?’ 2The woman said to the serpent, ‘We 
may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but God did say, “You must not 
eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.”’” (Genesis 3:1-3)
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“So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the 
ground from which he had been taken. After he drove the man out, he 
placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming 
sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.” 
(Genesis 3:23-24)

Jesus came to restore our relationship with God and our 
ability to thrive.
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10)

We must make every effort to remain connected to Jesus, 
the source of life. 
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If you do not 
remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7If you remain in 
me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. 8This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples.” (John 15:5-8)

“Come near to God and he will come near to you.” (James 4:8)
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