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Jesus discerned His relationships, so we too must discern ours.
“But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and 
needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.” 
(John 2:24-25 ESV)

“And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.” 
(Isaiah 11:2 ESV)

Treat different people differently.
“Be not envious of evil men, nor desire to be with them, 2 for their hearts devise violence, 
and their lips talk of trouble… 5A wise man is full of strength, and a man of knowledge 
enhances his might, 6 for by wise guidance you can wage your war, and in abundance of 
counselors there is victory. 7 Wisdom is too high for a fool; in the gate he does not open his 
mouth.” (Proverbs 24:1-2, 5-7 ESV)

Evil people should be given no time, no access, and no trust.
“...Discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you, 12 delivering you from the 
way of evil, from men of perverted speech, 13 who forsake the paths of uprightness to walk 
in the ways of darkness, 14 who rejoice in doing evil and delight in the perverseness of evil, 
15 men whose paths are crooked, and who are devious in their ways.”  
(Proverbs 2:11-15 ESV)

Foolish people need to be given assignments, accountability, 
consequences, and limited trust.
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7 ESV)

“A whip for the horse, a bridle for the donkey, and a rod for the back of fools.” 
(Proverbs 26:3 ESV)

Wise people are not perfect, but they make progress and can  
be trusted.
“...Reprove a wise man, and he will love you. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be 
still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning.”  (Proverbs 9:8-9 ESV)
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