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God allows pain and weakness to produce HUMILITY and 
power. 
“So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing 
greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 
8Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 
9But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10For the 
sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  
(2 Corinthians 12:7-10 ESV)

God desires that AFFLICTIONS create bonds of connection. 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our affliction, so 
that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the 
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5For as we share 
abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in 
comfort too.” (2 Corinthians 1:3-5 ESV) 

Pain is often the pathway to a greater PURPOSE.
“If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are 
comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently 
endure the same sufferings that we suffer. Our hope for you is unshaken, 
for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our 
comfort.” (2 Corinthians 1:6-7 ESV)

“Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and deliver all those who 
through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery… 17Therefore he had 
to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation 
for the sins of the people. 18For because he himself has suffered when 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”  
(Hebrews 2:14-15, 17-18 ESV)
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