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“…So to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a 
messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from becoming proud. 
8Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. 9Each time he 
said, ‘My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.’ So now 
I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can 
work through me. 10That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:7-10 NLT)

God gets it.
“…When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd, while Cain cultivated the 
ground. 3When it was time for the harvest, Cain presented some of his 
crops as a gift to the Lord. 4Abel also brought a gift—the best portions of 
the firstborn lambs from his flock. The Lord accepted Abel and his gift, 
5but he did not accept Cain and his gift. This made Cain very angry, and he 
looked dejected.” (Genesis 4:2-5 NLT)

Subdue it.
“‘Why are you so angry?’ the Lord asked Cain. ‘Why do you look so 
dejected? You will be accepted if you do what is right. But if you refuse 
to do what is right, then watch out! Sin is crouching at the door, eager to 
control you. But you must subdue it and be its master.” (Genesis 4:6-7 NLT)

God covers it.
“Afterward the Lord asked Cain, ‘Where is your brother? Where is Abel?’ 
‘I don’t know,’ Cain responded. ‘Am I my brother’s guardian?’ 10But the 
Lord said, ‘What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to 
me from the ground! 11Now you are cursed and banished from the ground, 
which has swallowed your brother’s blood. 12No longer will the ground yield 
good crops for you, no matter how hard you work! From now on you will be 
a homeless wanderer on the earth.” (Genesis 4:9-12 NLT)
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