
“Contending for a Larger Call”
Sunday, February 25, 2018 • Pastor Norman Nakanishi

“And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the Lord 
granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22The children struggled 
together within her, and she said, ‘If it is thus, why is this happening to me?’ So 
she went to inquire of the Lord. 23And the Lord said to her, ‘Two nations are in your 
womb, and two peoples from within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger 
than the other, the older shall serve the younger.’” (Genesis 25:21-23 ESV)

Prayer is the key that turns barrenness into fruitfulness.
“And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the Lord 
granted his prayer, and Rebekah…conceived.” (Genesis 25:21 ESV)

God delivers a larger purpose through the process of a 
larger struggle.
“The children struggled together within her, and she said, ‘If it is thus, why is 
this happening to me?’ So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to 
her, ‘Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you shall be 
divided…’” (Genesis 25:22-23 ESV)

God often leap-frogs the logical.
“‘…the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve the younger.’” 
(Genesis 25:23 ESV)

“And Esau said to Jacob, ‘Let me eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!’ 
31Jacob said, ‘Sell me your birthright now.’ 32Esau said, ‘I am about to die; of what 
use is a birthright to me?’ 33Jacob said, ‘Swear to me now.’ So he swore to him and 
sold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and 
he ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.” 
(Genesis 25:30-34 ESV)
 
“‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares 
the Lord.” (Isaiah 55:8)
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