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“It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on 
the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman 
was very beautiful. 3And David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, ‘Is 
not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?’ 4So David sent 
messengers and took her, and she came to him, and he lay with her…Then she returned 
to her house. 5And the woman conceived, and she sent and told David, ‘I am pregnant.’” 
(2 Samuel 11:2-5 ESV)

“So David sent word to Joab, ‘Send me Uriah the Hittite.’ And Joab sent Uriah to David. 
7When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab was doing and how the people were 
doing and how the war was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, ‘Go down to your house 
and wash your feet.’ And Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a 
present from the king. 9But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10When they told David, ‘Uriah did not go 
down to his house,’ David said to Uriah, ‘Have you not come from a journey? Why did you 
not go down to your house?’ 11Uriah said to David, ‘The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in 
booths, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field. Shall 
I then go to my house, to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your 
soul lives, I will not do this thing.’ 12Then David said to Uriah, ‘Remain here today also, 
and tomorrow I will send you back.’ So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the 
next. 13And David invited him, and he ate in his presence and drank, so that he made him 
drunk. And in the evening, he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, 
but he did not go down to his house.” (2 Samuel 11:6-13 ESV)

“In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15In the 
letter he wrote, ‘Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back 
from him, that he may be struck down, and die.’ 16And as Joab was besieging the city, 
he assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant men. 17And the men of 
the city came out and fought with Joab, and some of the servants of David among the 
people fell. Uriah the Hittite also died.” (2 Samuel 11:14-17 ESV)
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Choose to be rightly engaged and focused.
“In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his 
servants with him, and all Israel…But David remained at Jerusalem.” (2 Samuel 11:1 ESV)

“Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly before you. 26Give careful 
thought to the paths for your feet and be steadfast in all your ways. 27Do not turn to the 
right or the left; keep your foot from evil.” (Proverbs 4:25-27)

Live with humility and allow for accountability.
“And the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, ‘There were two 
men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks 
and herds, 3but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. 
And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children. It used to eat of his 
morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. 4Now 
there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his own flock 
or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb 
and prepared it for the man who had come to him.’ 5Then David’s anger was greatly 
kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, ‘As the Lord lives, the man who has 
done this deserves to die…’ 7Nathan said to David, ‘You are the man!…’” 
(2 Samuel 12:1-7 ESV)

“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18 ESV)

Confess honestly.
“Then David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the Lord.’ Nathan replied, ‘The lord 
has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. But because…you have made the 
enemies of the Lord show utter contempt, the son born to you will die.’” 
(2 Samuel 12:13-14)
 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9 ESV)

“…confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed…” 
(James 5:16 ESV)

Ask God to renew, restore, and redeem failure.
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 11Cast me not 
away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 12Restore to me the joy 
of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 13Then I will teach transgressors 
your ways, and sinners will return to you.” (Psalm 51:10-13 ESV)

“The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23they 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, 
‘therefore I will hope in him.’” (Lamentations 3:22-24 ESV)
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